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PASS SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
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TAGS: OTRA, XA 

SUB J : VISIT OF SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION ASSOCIATE ADMINIS 
TRATOR 

REF: STATE 202345 

1 . SBA ASSOCIATE ADMINISTRATOR C. MACK HIGGINS VISITED ABIDJAN 
SEPTEMBER 10-13 AS PART OF AFRICAN TOUR AIMED AT EXPLORING 
POSSIBILITIES FOR AFRICAN-AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS 
COOPERATON. IN ABIDJAN, HE MET WITH (1) VOUZON ZADI CELESTIN, 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS, NATIONAL OFFICE FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
IVORIAN ENTERPRISE, GOIC MINISTRY OF PLAN; (2) ROBERT GATTIE, 

OF THE AID-FINANCED AID PROJECT FOR AFRICAN ENTERPRISE ADMINISTERED 
BY THE WEST AFRICAN CONSEIL DE L'ENTENTE; (3) JOSEPH E. PEGUES, 

DIRECTOR OF CITIBANK S ABIDJAN BRANCH. 

2. HIGGINS STRESSED THE POTENTIAL MUTUAL BENEFITS OF INCREASED 
COOPERATION, PERHAPS IN THE FORM OF JOINT VENTURES, BETWEEN 
SMALL ENTERPRISES IN THE U.S. AND AFRICA. 

3. THE RESPONSE TO THIS APPROACH WAS QUITE FAVORABLE. IN 
PARTICULAR, GATTIE INDICATED THAT THERE WERE QUITE A NUMBER OF 
SMALL BUSINESSMEN PARTICIPATING IN HIS PROGRAM IN THE ENTENTE 
COUNTRIES (IVORY COAST, TOGO, BENIN, UPPER VOLTA, NIGER) WHO 
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN EXPANDING CONTACTS WITH AMERICANS. 

HE RECOMMENDED STRONGLY THAT BUSINESSMEN IN IVORY COAST AND OTHER 
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